Corporal Harry Friel
“C” Company 315" Infantry Regiment United States Army
By David Friel, his nephew

Harry Friel appears on the Alexandria Cenotaph as Harry “Freel” so finding out anything
about him was always likely to be a bit of a challenge. David Friel from Tullichewan has
solved the problem and we’re thankful to him for providing the web-site with this account of
his uncle, Corporal Harry Friel of the 315" Infantry Regiment of the United States Army.

David’s late cousin, John, was the source of an article in the Lennox Herald in November
2009 which we attach at the end of this article, and from which the family photos have been
taken. Together they give as full a picture as we’re likely to get of the war-time experiences
of Harry and the troubles which his family had to endure as they tried to find out what
happened to him. His story is the first one which we have of a local man serving in the
United States Army in WW1 and while its no surprise that his battlefield experiences were
much the same as soldiers serving with the BEF, the treatment of his family as they tried to
find out what had happened to Harry is a shock. With all its resources and with its pride in
the care of its military veterans from the early 19" century onwards, we expected better from
the US Army.

Harry Friel’s parents had come over to Scotland in the aftermath of the Irish Potato Famine
and settled in the Vale. Henry (Harry) Friel was born on 13 November 1888 at 1 Albert Street
Alexandria, one of nine children of Patrick Friel and his wife Catherine (nee Donnelly). Three
of Harry's brothers, Pat, James and John would go on to fight in World War 1 and, happily,
they all survived. The photograph of Harry’s parents with his 3 brothers was doctored by the
addition of Harry’s photo in US Army uniform, because the family did not get together during
WW1.
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BROTHERS IN ARMS: Pat, Jimmy, John and Harry Freel along with
their parents.

In June 1911 Harry travelled to the USA, sailing from Glasgow to Boston where he gave his
final destination as Philadelphia. Apart from a trip home between December 1913 and April
1914, he appears to have settled in Philadelphia where he worked as a plasterer. In 1917
Harry registered for the military draft and in 1918 he married Anna Eva Magregor, became a
naturalized citizen and joined “C” Company of the 315th Infantry Regiment of the United
States Army.

This Regiment consisted mainly of men from Philadelphia and Harry trained at Camp
Meade, which had only been established in Maryland after the US joined the war on 7" April

1917. It’s still there, but is now known as Fort Meade.

COMPANY C

Canipaxy YC a1 Campe Mespr



After his initial training, Harry’s regiment sailed for France on 9"July 1918 from Hoboken,
New Jersey on board the SS America, a former liner of the German-owned Hamburg-
America Line which had been commandeered by the US government when the US joined
the war. Harry Friel was one of 6,000 soldiers on the ship for the Atlantic crossing and the
overcrowding was so great that there was a 3-shift system for sleeping. Although the
weather was calm throughout the voyage, it was not without incident — SS America collided
with and sank a British freighter one night when both were running without lights. Only 11 of
the freighter’s crew of 42 were saved.

The voyage took 9 days and the regiment landed at Brest in Brittany on 18" July 1918 where
the men spent 3 days getting their land legs back before moving by train towards the front.
For the next 3 days they travelled through the cities of Rennes, St. Brieuc, Laval, Le Mans,
Tours, Bourges, Nevers, Dijon and Is-sur-Tille, disembarking at Vaux in a training zone
designated to the US forces, where they then spent 6 weeks in intensive training.

“C” Company at Le Chene, France

Coapany “C" ar Le Cneng, Lowe INFERTECRE, FrANCE

The training area was some way behind the front line but on 13" September 1918 Harry’s
regiment moved forward into the battle zone. The 315" were taking over a part of the line
from the French called Sector 304. It was about 9 miles northwest of the French fortress city
of Verdun, where in 1916 the Germans had tried to bleed the French Army dry; they had
almost succeeded, although at equal cost to themselves. This was the US soldiers’ first
experience of battle and finding the ground on which they were to fight littered with bones
and skulls from the 1916 fighting must have been a chilling experience for them.



The regiment was about take part in the Meuse-Argonne offensive, or the Battle of the
Argonne Forest as it is perhaps better known, which was the Americans’ principal
engagement of the war. It was part of the Allied “Hundred Day’s Offensive” all along the
western front which saw them going over to the attack, after it looked like they might lose the
war during the German 1918 spring offensive. Further north it was the British and French
who were doing the attacking, around Verdun it was the Americans and the French.

Sector 304, looking across no man’s land in the general direction of the 315" line of
attack in the Battle of Argonne.

The objective of the Meuse — Argonne offensive was to capture the city of Sedan which was
a rail and road junction, vital to the supply of the German Army. 1.2 million American soldiers
were involved from the first attack on 26™ September, with heavy fighting every day right up
until the Armistice on 11™ November — 47 days in all. They were attacking the Hindenburg
Line which was a typically formidable German defensive position - multiple lines of defence
manned by very experienced Germans, across ground churned by years of war and uphill at
that. Although the US troops had been thoroughly trained they lacked battle-field experience
at all levels but in spite of that they ground on towards their objectives.

The US generals repeated the failed tactics of mass frontal attacks which had been so
deadly for millions of soldiers already, and as a result American losses were typical of WW1
offensives. In the 47 days of the Battle the of the Argonne, the US Army lost 26,277 men
killed and 95,786 wounded — making 122,063 in total, an average of 2,600 men each day.
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Molleville Farm where Harry Friel was killed

Harry Friel almost survived to the Armistice, but unfortunately he was either killed or fatally
wounded on 5" November 1918 at a place called Molleville Farm, which one American
military historian described as “the worst death trap east of the Meuse”. It was a key position
in the German defences on the Heights of Meuse, in the hills surrounding Sedan, which
ironically had fallen to the French a few days earlier, and the Americans threw men into
attacking it right until the Armistice. American casualties in this area had been relentlessly
heavy for about a month before Harry was killed.
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‘ Killed in Action
|
i Field and Staff Officers .
¢ Major Warp W. Pierson First Liev1. Benjamia Buriock, Sgp
Company A
First LigvT. ALFRED L. QUINTARD Pvr. BryANT M. DoLBow Pvr. Ernest LiviNGSTON
i ! < Pvr. ELmer OGDEN
i Corr. VINCENT J. BYRNE Pvr. Patrick EGan 5 e
f Corp. EsTeErINO A. CRUDELLE Pvr. NicHoLAs FORLINNI Pvr. FLWOO'DC,'R A L
Pvt. Ist cL. Revsen H. DurreL Pvr. JAMES GAFFNEY Pvr. FRANK chn e,
Pvr. ANTHONY BARBozCVRICZ Pvr. HermAN R. HERTZBERG Pyr. SALVATOREC gm'uu
{ Pvr. CARMINE CAPELLUPPO Pvr. Joun IscHi Pvt. NATHANF 7 HUTE
| ! Pvr. Enrice CiccONNI Pvr. EmmerT G. LAaus Pvr. Epwarp F. SmMiTH
i Pvr. Nicora Crispi Pvr. JoserH J. LENAHAN
1 {
i
Company B
;| Corp. HENrY E. P. PrITCHARD Tvr. SamuEeL Dorrs Pvt. GeorGe Moss
BucLeEr HENRY J. JacoBy Pvt. Jacon EHRLICH Pvt. RaLPH S.\I{TER
PyT. st cL. Freperick Buckwarp Pyvr. Harry EICHENRERGER Pvr. CarLo ScagLio
] Pvt. Ist cL. Joun J. Nocito Pvr. Witiam Hawx Pvr. RAFFAELE SPIOTTA :
q 1 Pvr. Ist cL. ABerT F PrLiecer Pvr. Grover C. Koox Pvr. CESLAW STEPULKOWSKI
| ‘ Pvt. Joun G. Boss Pvr. Louts LoHMULLER PvT. James Sworp
Company C
Sut. Lours OERLEMANS Pvr. Joun K. Bisuor Pvr. Witiam M. PAYNTER
’ Ser. Joun J. REaD Pvr. Turopore C. BrowN Pvr. LEo RACZKowsKI
j Corr. Davip P. ANDERSON Pvr. Frep J. FupaLa Pvt. FRANK SANTISIRI
1 Corr. Georce DANIG Pvt. ALEXANDER GILCHRIST Pvr. Nick SErRAGO
Corr. Harry FRIEL Pvr. Leo Hart Pvr. Harry A. SHIVELY
Corr. Georce Horn Pvr. Epwarp T. Kane Pvr. PauL J. SmiTH
Corp. EpwiN R. SoUDERS Pvr. ERAKLE KozMaN Pvt. Louis STEIN
MecH. Epwarp FLEISCH Pyvt. James S, Maires Pvr. Leo J. Swartz
Pvr. Ist . Cuas. E WriGLEy Pyt Giovannt Papvaxo Pv7. STEPHEN TERZITTA
Pyr. Victor ANTIMARY
Company D
Ist Lt. Sete C. HErHeriNGgTON  Pyv1. 15T (1. CHARIES DIEHL Pvr. FRaNK Lewis
Sar. Witniam CUNNINGHAM Pyr. Ist 1. SterHeN Esterty Pyt ALexanper McCrLean
Set. ELsmEer R. Fox Fvr Ist ¢ Leiar Gaciiarion Pyt Joux AL MURrAY
Sut. CLARENCE PANcoasT Pyt 1st oo Micaaer Kexyy  Pyr. WaLter Mussack
Corr. Frep BAUMEISTER Py1. 1st ¢ JAMES KniEsN Pvr. Morris NACHITGAL
Corr. Isasc CoHEN Pvt. 1st ci. Joux McNayary Pyvr. Samcer Novick
Corr. PETER KERR Par e @ B8 SLERAN Fyvr. Huten W. PurLes
Corp. SToRMONTH Perrock Pvr. James Bay Pvr. Joun J. Quinn
Corr. Epwarp Povntz Pvr. Francis I, Carton Pvr. CHARLES SCHNELL
Corr. ABRAM STREET Pvr. LEx N. Ceox Pvr. BENJaMIn TRAFFICAN
Mec. Tuosmas Moore Pvr. Daviv Diayonn Pvr. Franxk TrReEmiNO
; Mec. Wiiniam J. Moore Pyr. Georae R. Hini Pvr. LEONARD VECCHIONE
i Pyr. 157 cL, HENRY CaNTAVESPIE  Pyvr. JaMEs P. Kerry Pvr. Birctarn WHiTE
) Pyr. Ist e, Ormir S. Cumminegs Fyvr. MarmiNn F. KeiLy Pvr. Josepn O. YEHLE
{ Pyt Istcr. Joun J. CURRAN Fvr. Morris Kriveraray
Company E
Sar. Apau Kau Pyvr. THewore Berowsk) 3 )
Corr. Ravymonp . KuaL Pvr. Hagry F. Diaatonp IP;::: E:gkt)m}l“%(:uu
Core. DAviD SACBERBLATT Pvr. GeorGe J. DieTeri B Pvr. Erwoop E. ScHLARR
1 o ms g " . - - &
Corr. Seencer H. Saver Pyvr. Micuael D. Goonax Pvr. WALTER O. SKINNER
Corp. RicHArp G. WEISE Pvr. CHakces J. KeLry Py, '
. vT. CLinton E. SmiTh
Pvr. 1st cL. Jamis P. Faney Pyt James J. Kinser Pvr. Wn. T. STEINHAUER
Pvr. CLARENCE J. ANDERSON Pvr. Sternexn Masuk pie
Page Oue Twenty-elght

Printed List of 315" Regiment’s Casualties

No doubt the situation was chaotic, with fierce fighting still going on and the Armistice
imminent, but subsequent events do not reflect well on the quality of administration or indeed
on the level of compassion of the United States Army.

David Friel has a copy of a letter, below, which is undated but was clearly written some
considerable time after Harry Friel had been killed, from Harry's parents to the US
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authorities, asking about his welfare. They had been advised that he had been wounded on
5 November but nothing further. Letters to him had received no reply. Nor, apparently, did
this letter to the authorities.

Harry’s mother’s letter to US Authorities

K. Priol 19 LAbart 3aint Xloxmidrs

To: Amerioan Hesdguartors,

4 taxe this liberty of writing to you %o ssk 4if you could su

ay information regasding my son Corporml daxvy Friel of the 3J16th.
was reported wounded on November Hth;1918, Sinse that date, I have written sav
letters $0 him but roceived no reply, zoP hadn't the lettors rotwrned.
anxious to know this whore abouts or the nature of hls wounds. I ¥
\ 3 - v
Qaange farnish me with informatiom soncerning hi=m, I would be sincer
you.

I a= yours respectfully

R. Friel,

This letter is still in the US National Archives in St Louis Missouri

Harry's wife Anna had also been notified that he had been wounded on 5 November and
until March 1919, when she received a letter from another soldier, she had hoped that he
was still alive and would come home.

The names of casualties had been recorded daily but towards the end of hostilities the
system seems to have broken down. In 1921 a Mr J Frank Barber of Philadelphia wrote to
the War Dept, asking for the dates of death of 72 men, including Harry Friel, who had lost
their lives at the very end of the war. He received a reply to the effect that because of limited
resources and pressure of "important work" the Dept could not expend "time and labor" on
his request.

It was not until June 1923 that a War Dept internal memo confirmed that Harry had been
killed in action on 5 November 1918. Although Harry’s body had already been returned to
Anna for re-burial in Philadelphia, this was the first time that the family had been officially
notified of the date of his death. To add insult to injury, three months after Harry's final
interment Anna had still not received the $100 funeral allowance from the Army to which she
was entitled.
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This letter is still in the US National Archives in St Louis Missouri
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On 13 November 1918 (on what would have been his thirtieth birthday) Harry had been
buried in an American Battlefield Cemetery near Molleville Farm. This was a temporary
arrangement, because the USA, like all of the Allied combatants on the Western Front,
embarked on a program of laying out designated war cemeteries into which soldiers’ bodies
were transferred in the years after the Armistice. And so on 8 April 1919 Harry Friel's
remains were removed to another cemetery nearby.

However, unlike all of the other Allied combatant countries, the United States Army sent
soldiers’ bodies home in every case of their families asking them to. Finally, in August 1921,
at Anna’'s request. Harry's remains were returned to her and he found his final resting place
in Oakland Cemetery Philadelphia.

In 1924 Anna remarried. She had several children and died in 1983, at the age of 89 in
Pleasantville New Jersey.

(4 of the photographs in this article are taken from the book “The Official History of the 315™
Infantry” published 1920, reprinted 2013 by Repressed Publishing of Utah).

The Lennox Herald Article 2009
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Tribute is pai
brave WWI SO

A SOLDIER commenm-
orated on Alexan-
dria’'s war memorial
was sadly killed in ac-
tion the day before
World War I ended.

Harry Freel, who was a
corporal in the US Army, did
not survive to celebrate the
signing of the armistice
treaty which brought the
Great War to an end on
November 11, 1918.

Last Wednesday, his
nephew John Freel re-
membered Uncle Harry, who
fought alongside American
servicemen, while his three
brothers — including John’s
dad Pat — battled in France
for the British army.

As the nation bowed its
head at 11lam to remember
those who had died in com-
bat, John recalled his four
relatives, from Alexandria,
who personified the bravery
of those who went to fight.

Speaking of his Uncle
Harry, John, 79, said: “He
was the only brother who
was killed in the war and he
was killed on the last day.”

The Freel family moved to
Victoria Street in Alexan-
dria from Ireland during the
famine and the boys became
proud Scots. They were
gieased to represent both

otland and Ireland during
the conflict.

By Lorraine Waddell

John has enjoyed carrying
on his family’s military his-
tory and served in the Brit-
ish Army between 1949 and
1951.

He said: “The First World
War did them quite a lot of
good in shaping their own
personal characters.

“I really admired them.”

Although John now stays
in Paisley, he makes regular
visits to Alexandria and is

proud of his family’s links |}

with the area.

He said: “I go down to
Alexandria every year just
after Remembrance Day to
;iay my respects to this fam-
ily.

“I'm fiercely proud of
them.

“They were great men, so
proud of the fact that they
had been in the British
Army and, of course, Harry
in the US Army.”

Our picture shows the
brothers, from left to right,
Pat, Junmy John and Harry
with _ their parents. It is
thought that the picture was
taken during the First
World War but Harry’s im-
age was superimposed onto
the photograph as he was in
America at the time. Sadly
he never returned home.

Lennox Herald, Friday, November 20, 2009
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BROTHERS IN ARMS: Pat Jlrnmy, John and Harry Freel along with
their parents.

THE MP for Helensburgh has
pledged to continue his fight to stop
nuclear waste from submarines be-
ing dumped in the area.

Alan Reid had called on Defence
Secretary Quentin Davies to pub-
lish the Government’s secret nuc-
lear dump list.

Mr Davies would only confirm an
Argyll site - believed to be Faslane
and Coulport bases - is being con-

MP blasts nuclear plans

sidered in the plans.

Mr Reid said: “This secrecy wi
only lead to speculation. Coulpo
and Faslane are all totally unsui
able for a nuclear waste dump
Being labelled a nuclear dum
would be a severe blow to touris
in Argyll and Bute.

“T will keep up the campaign
thop the waste coming to Argyll ani

ute.”






